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Table 75.—Opinions of public school teachers on the overall quality of education that students received at their
school, by selected characteristics: 1987 and 1997

Student characteristics

Percent of teachers

1987 1997

Excellent Good Fair Poor Excellent Good Fair Poor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Total ...................................................................................... 26 64 9 1 37 55 7 1

Urbanicity
Urban ................................................................................ 18 65 15 1 30 56 12 2
Suburban .......................................................................... 29 62 8 1 50 47 3 0
Small town ........................................................................ 26 64 9 1 36 59 5 0
Rural ................................................................................. 26 64 8 2 33 58 8 (1)

Median income of community
where most students live

$30,000 or less ................................................................ — — — — 29 59 10 1
More than $30,000 ........................................................... — — — — 49 48 2 0

1 Value less than .05 percent.
—Data not available.

SOURCE: Metropolitan Life/Louis Harris Associates, Inc., The Metropolitan Life Survey
of The American Teacher, 1998. ‘‘Building Family-School Partnerships: Views of Teach-
ers and Students.’’ (This table was prepared September 1998.)

Table 76.—Percent of public school teachers who reported opinions on various aspects of their schools:
1987 and 1997

Aspect of school
1987 1997

Excellent Good Fair Poor Excellent Good Fair Poor

The qualifications and competence of
teachers in your school ....................................................... 45 48 7 — 54 41 4 —

The relations between parents and
teachers in your school ....................................................... 15 53 25 6 13 58 24 4

The availability and responsiveness
of parents when you need to contact them ......................... 14 38 37 11 16 47 27 10

The amount of support for the school
shown by the parents .......................................................... 17 40 30 12 19 44 28 10

The overall quality of the education
that students receive at your school .................................... 26 64 9 1 37 55 7 1

—Data not available. SOURCE: Metropolitan Life/Louis Harris Associates, Inc., The Metropolitan Life Survey
of The American Teacher, 1998, ‘‘Building Family-School Partnerships: Views of Teach-
ers and Students.’’ (This table was prepared September 1998.)

Table 77.—Percent of public school students who reported various levels of parental/guardian involvement in their
education, by selected student characteristics: 1997

Student characteristics

Parental level of involvement

Very involved Somewhat in-
volved

Not very in-
volved

Not at all in-
volved

1 2 3 4 5

Total ..................................................................................................................................... 40 43 11 4

Race/ethnicity
White ................................................................................................................................... 37 45 13 3
Black .................................................................................................................................... 56 35 7 1
Hispanic ............................................................................................................................... 41 40 10 8

Poverty level
Not enough/just enough money for basics ......................................................................... 32 45 14 8
More than enough money for basics .................................................................................. 43 43 11 2

At least one parent with
college degree
Yes ...................................................................................................................................... 47 42 7 3
No ........................................................................................................................................ 35 45 14 4

School level
Grades 7–8 .......................................................................................................................... 46 39 10 3
Grades 9–12 ........................................................................................................................ 37 45 12 4

Student’s grades
Mostly A/B ........................................................................................................................... 44 43 9 3
Mostly B/C ........................................................................................................................... 39 43 13 4
Worse than C ...................................................................................................................... 25 44 19 6

SOURCE: Metropolitan Life/Louis Harris Associates, Inc., The Metropolitan Life Survey
of The American Teacher, 1998. ‘‘Building Family-School Partnerships: Views of Teach-
ers and Students.’’ (This table was prepared September 1998.)


